


Plate showing species from the 
Gzhelian-Permian boundary interval 
including Streptognathodus isolatus
(specimens13-18), used to define the 
GSSP at the base of the Permian.

Streptognathodus wabaunsensis
(specimens 8-12), the ancestor of the 
index species is also shown; from 
Chernykh et al . (1997). 
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1) Progress: bases of the Tournaisian, Viséan, and Bashkirian ha ve been defined by GPPSs; 
also, top of the Carboniferous System is defined by  a GSSP at the base of the Permian.

2) Substantial work remains to establish GSSPs for bases of Serpukhovian, Moscovian, 
Kasimovian, and Gzhelian.  An index taxon has been chosen for the base of the Gzhelian 
and the search is on to locate a suitable section f or the GSSP. A proposal (Usolka section in 
Urals) has been submitted for the base of the Gzhel ian.

3) An index taxon has been selected for the base of  the Serpukhovian but not voted on. The 
task group has located 2 excellent candidate section s for the basal Serpukhovian GSSP.

4) Definitions for the bases of the Moscovian and Ka simovian have not been chosen but 
good progress has been made. A fusulinid-based prop osal has been developed for the base 
of the Moscovian and  conodont-based proposals are being prepared. 

5) The GSSP for the base of the Tournaisian at La S erre, France is not viable and the 
revision may be a long-term project. Both a new ind ex taxon and a stratigraphic section will 
probably be required.

6) The SCCS needs to preserve the stratotype sectio ns for the Carboniferous stages and 
ensure preservation and access to sections containi ng GSSPs.

7) Precision for radiometric ages shown on new Carb oniferous stratigraphic charts are high 
but the final positions of several boundaries have not been chosen.
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